Acute pulmonary edema associated with use of low-molecular weight dextran for prevention of microvascular thrombosis.
Low-molecular weight dextran is commonly used to prevent thrombosis after microvascular procedures; however, the potential complications of this drug are not well known. We report a case of acute pulmonary edema in a healthy person after elective microsurgery for treatment of a malignant tumor of the forearm. The mechanism of action of dextran and the pathophysiology of two potential adverse reactions to this drug are discussed. It is thought that in this patient pulmonary edema was caused by dextran toxicity.